Cherokee Raiders, Inc.

Rulebook

Mission Statement:

To promote interest in horses and ponies in and

around Harford County and surrounding counties.

To promote and encourage a sincere and genuine

cooperative spirit among the members with the aim

and purpose of building good sportsmanship,

horsemanship, and fellowship.

03/26/08
Purpose of the Cherokee Raiders, Inc.

Horse Shows

To create, stimulate, and promote interest in horses, horsemanship, sportsmanship, and horseback riding as a recreational activity, to encourage and facilitate the training of horses for show.


To bring about, through the correct handling of horses at shows, a greater understanding and appreciation of the many admirable qualities of the Western and English horse, by riders, owners, and spectators.


To establish and encourage the adherence to rules and recommendations for showing horse show classes.

Rules and Regulations

A) Conduct of Members, Exhibitors and Spectators.  All must exhibit good sportsmanship, horsemanship and fellowship toward all other members, exhibitors and spectators at all times while engaging in Cherokee Raiders activities.  Any member, exhibitor and/or spectator who fails to follow the Rules and Regulations of Cherokee Raiders, Inc. will be subject to a warning and possible loss of membership in Cherokee Raiders, Inc.  Any loss of membership shall be decided by a 2/3 majority vote of the Officers and Board of Directors.
B) Care and Handing of Animals.  Any person observing another person that is participating in activities, cruelly treating their mount (excessive use of spurs and/or crops) is duty bound to report this action to the Sergeant at Arms, who will observe such actions and bring it to the attention of the Board of Directors.  The Board will have the sole discretion in deciding proper disciplinary action to handle a situation whether it be a member, exhibitors or spectator. At our function.


All mounts that participate in corporation functions and affairs will be kept in physical condition which is within the standards set by the SPCA.  No member or any other exhibitor will use any cruel or unusual devices to control their mounts.

C) Member in Good Standing.    

Eligibility  -  Any one person regardless of age, sex or color of good moral character and that has interest in equine showing and related activities.


Requirements  -  Any person mentioned above inquiring into membership is requested to participate and support club functions.  New members will have no voice in the club meetings until dues have been paid.


No member of this corporation will in any way degrade this corporation and/or other members.  A grievance that occurs should be discussed by the Officers and Board of Directors on hand at the time.  There upon a vote will determine proper action to be taken.

D) Availability of Exhibitors.   The judge and or ring steward shall have the right to eliminate any exhibitor who does not enter the ring within one minute after the class has been called, unless notified for tack change.

E) Identification Numbers.  Each exhibitor shall wear an identification number on his/her back or on both sides of the saddle pad.  In timed events, the ring steward must, after the rider enters the ring and before his/her run, call the number to the timer.

F) Championships.  Value of winners’ places.  Award points will be accumulated as follows:

1st place, 7 points



4th place, 3 points

2nd place, 5 points



5th place, 2 points

3rd place, 4 points



6th place, 1 point

G)
Ties.  In case of ties for champions and reserves for each show, the tie will be broken by the one having the most firsts, then the most seconds, then the most thirds.  If there is still a tie, there will be co-champions and/or co-reserve champions, if the tie was for reserve champion.
H)
Year-End Awards.  At the end of each year, members in good standing may be eligible for year-end awards.  To be eligible, each member must have paid in full for membership fees, class fees, show charges, and any other charges incurred during the year which are due to Cherokee Raiders, Inc.  To be eligible for division awards, the member must have shown in that division at sixty percent (60%) of the Cherokee Raiders shows for that year.  Points will accumulate for each horse/rider combination.  If a rider changes his/her mount during the year, new points will accumulate with the different horse with no exceptions.  An exhibitor may only be awarded on their highest horse/rider combination per division regardless of the number of mounts shown that year.   At the end of each year, Cherokee Raiders, Inc. will present division awards to Hi-Point and Reserve Hi-Point riders.  

The Rudolph Memorial Perpetual Trophy has been donated to the Club.  At the end of each year, this trophy will be presented to the horse and rider combination who have accumulated the most points for that year to hold until the end of the following show season.  This trophy is to be returned to the Club at the last pointed show the following year in the same condition as it was received.  Once the trophy is returned, a replacement trophy will be given to the winner for him/her to keep.  The same person is only allowed to receive this trophy for two consecutive years.
I)
Other.  The judge’s/ring steward’s decision shall be final when not involving a rule infraction.  


Senior Division Riders as well as Adult Beginner Division Riders must be 19 years of age or over as of January 1st of the current year.  Youth Beginner Western and Youth Beginner English Divisions Riders must be 18 years and under on or before January 1st of the current year.  Junior Western/English Division Riders must be between the ages of 13 and 18 years of age as of January 1st of the current year.  Youth Western/English Division Riders must be between the ages of 8 and 12 years of age as of January 1st of the current year.  Mini-Youth Division Riders must be 10 or under as of January 1st of the current year.  Leadline Division Riders must be 7 years and under as of January 1st of the current year. Proof of age may be required upon request.
Cross Entering Rules:  Leadline and Mini Youth is open to Western and English riders and the handlers must stay in the ring.  Leadline and Mini Youth participants can only cross enter into Halter and Showmanship classes.   All other Western and English Divisions must participate in their respective age division.  However, if chosen, you can show up, meaning you can ride in a higher age division, but once this is done you must stick to that division for the remaining of the show season, and your points will accumulate in that division.  Beginner exhibitors may NOT cross enter into any other division, except Halter, Showmanship & Walk/Trot or Jog Speed classes.  Green Horse and Handy Horse exhibitors MAY cross enter into their age appropriate division. Walk / trot, or jog Speed riders may also show in Adult or Youth Beginner Western or English classes.

Approved SEI helmets or hardhats must be worn by those 18 and under who are mounted, regardless of which discipline they are riding, and by all exhibitors 18 and over who are riding English. Spurs and chaps are optional in all classes, except upon the judge’s request.  Bat and crops can only be used in English classes and timed events.

Speed

In all speed events, horses will not enter or leave the ring at any gait other than a walk.  Any part of the rider, the horse’s shoulders, or part of the horse’s haunch that touch the ground will be considered a fall and will be cause for disqualification.

Anyone, while on course, purposely removing any part of their attire or appointments will be disqualified.  

In the event the electric timer fails while the exhibitor is on course, they will be given a rerun.  If the first run is clean when the timer fails and the second is not, the rider shall run until the run is clean.

In the event the electric timer breaks twice, a designated person will time the remainder of the class with a manual stop watch.  If break down was in the middle of the class, all exhibitors times already scored will be taken to the closest tenth of a second.  If this causes a tie, those tied will rerun.

Only adults 19 and over are allowed to exhibit stallions.
All dogs must be kept on a leash at all times.

The Cherokee Raiders, Inc., or show ground management, will not be responsible for any accidents or injuries that may occur to horse, rider, spectators or vehicles.

Actions, according to Cherokee Raiders, Inc. not in the best interest of the show or organization will be cause for a dismissal from the show grounds.  There will be NO REFUNDS to a dismissed exhibitor.

POSITIVELY NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR DRUGS WILL BE ALLOWED ON THE GROUNDS.   ANY VIOLATION OF THE RULES SET FORTH HEREIN WILL BE CAUSE FOR DISQUALIFICATION.

Ignorance to the rules on part of exhibitors will not be excused.

NEGATIVE COGGINS PROOF WITHIN A YEAR A MUST!!!!!

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR

JUDGED EVENTS

HALTER
Instructions:

1. All animals will be shown in hand as instructed by the judge or ring steward.

2. Any ill-mannered entries will be excused from the ring. All exhibitor’s may only go into one halter class in western or English attire
Appointments:

1.
Exhibitors will be required to be properly attired in Western or English show apparel.  Shirts must have a long sleeve.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the handler. 

2. Animals will be shown:  Western, in a halter; English, in a halter or bridle and bit.  A chain may be used either over the nose or under the jaw, but NOT through the mouth.

3. Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Scoring:

1. Animals entered will be judged on general appearance, balance and style, skeletal structure, soundness, trueness to breed or type characteristics and stride. 

SHOWMANSHIP
Instructions:

1. All animals will be shown in hand and perform the posted pattern as instructed by the judge or ring steward.

2. Any ill-mannered or lame entries will be excused from the ring at the judge’s discretion.

Appointments:

1. Exhibitors will be required to be properly attired in Western or English show apparel.

2. Shirts must have a long sleeve.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the handler. 

3. Animals will be shown:  Western, in a halter; English, in a halter or bridle and bit.

4. A chain may be used either over the nose or under the jaw, but NOT through the mouth.

5. Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Scoring:

1.
Appearance of Horse      40 points

2.
Appearance of Rider      10 points

3.
Showing in Arena          50 points

SPEED CLASSES

Instructions:

1. One or two hands may be used on the reins and they may be held in any manner the rider desires.

2. They are no restrictions in the use of the hand not on the reins, but may be on the saddle in any position.

3. The rider will enter the ring, gate closed and receive the recognition from the judge prior to proceeding with the course.

4. “Senior” and “Youth” speed riders will execute the patterns at a canter/lope.

5. “Walk/Trot or Jog” speed riders will execute the patterns at either the walk or trot/jog.

Appointments:

1. In speed classes, riders 18 and under who are mounted must wear ASTM and SEI approved safety headgear with harness secured.

2. Western or English type pants, boots and hat are required.  Chaps, rope or slicker may be worn at the option of the rider.  No sleeveless, short sleeve, sweatshirt, or T-shirt are permitted by the  rider. 

3. Western or English saddle and bridle or required.  Western style bit should be used for Western bridle and English style bit should be used for English.

a.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years and under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts six years or over mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.

4. Tie-downs, martingales, crops, and bats are optional.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are permitted.

5. Spurs are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use or length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

6. Draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, or gag bits are prohibited.

7. Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1. It will be the rider’s responsibility to understand the patterns prior to entering the arena.

2. Upon recognition of the judge, the rider will perform the assigned pattern from any area between the gate and the timer.

3. Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, and may be pulled off course prior to completion of pattern.

Scoring:

1.
Knocking over an obstacle while performing the pattern will be given a five-second penalty.

2.
No penalty for touching an obstacle while performing the pattern.

3.
Going off-course will result in disqualification.

4.
Failure to cross the start and finish line between the markers shall result in a “no-time.”

5.
Accident or breakage in equipment which would prevent the rider from completing the course will result in disqualification.

6.
“Tripping” the timer while performing the patter will result in disqualification.

7.
Walk/Trot or Jog speed riders will be given a three-second penalty for breaking into the lope/canter.

8.
Walk/Trot or Jog speed riders will be disqualified for loping/cantering more than five strides.

LEADLINE
Instructions:

1. Leadline class will have an attendee on the ground to assist the rider.

2. Walk class will require the horse be shown in a group going both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

Appointments:

1. Western or English appropriate attire is required by the rider.

2. Western or English saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used for Western bridle and English style bit should be used for English bridle.

a. Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years or under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b. Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years or over mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3 ½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  No tie-downs, martingales, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.

c. Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.  

3. No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4. Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use or length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5. Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown in a group at a walk both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

2.
Leadline class will have an Attendee on the ground to assist the rider.  A lead shank will be attached to the bridle or on hand by Attendee.  Rider may be escorted without penalty as long as rider and/or horse are not touched.   Rider is to maintain control of the horse at all times.

3.
During the walk class, the Attendee can remain in the center of the ring.  The rider must be in control of their horse.  Rider must keep a safe distance at all times.

4.
Any rider or attendee not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward.

Scoring:

1.
To be judged on rider’s seat, suitability of mount, control of mount and horse’s manners, performance and soundness.

MINI YOUTH
Instructions:

1. Mini Youth class will have an attendee in the center of the ring to assist the rider if needed.  However if assistance is required, a penalty may be given.
2. Walk, Trot/Jog classes will require the horse be shown in a group going both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

3. Rider will be asked to jog/trot over ground poles individually.

Appointments:

1. Western or English appropriate attire is required by the rider.

2. Western or English saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used for Western bridle and English style bit should be used for English bridle.

a. Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years and under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b. Acceptable Western bits for mounts six years or over mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3 ½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  No tie-downs, martingales, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.

c. Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.  

3. No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4. Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use or length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5. Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown in a group at a walk and trot/jog in both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

2.
Any rider or attendee not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward.

3.
Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, to be pulled of the rail and into the center of the arena.

Scoring:

1.
To be judged on rider’s seat, suitability of mount, control of mount and horse’s manners, performance and soundness.

GREEN HORSE DIVISIONS – WESTERN AND ENGLISH

Instructions:

1.
Qualified horses are horses in their first two years of showing at any level.  Exhibits may also chose to show this horse in their respective age division.  

2.
Horses must work both ways of the ring at the walk, trot/jog and canter/lope to demonstrate their ability at these gaits.  At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend the walk, or trot/jog.  Horses may be asked to back.

3.
Western entries may be shown two handed regardless of horse’s age as long as they are using a snaffle bit or bosal.   Exhibits may chose to show one handed, and the same hand must be used once the class has begun.  One finger is permitted between the reins.  The hand not on the reins must be kept free of tack and horse at all times.

Appointments:

1.
Western or English type pants, boots and hat are required.  All riders 18 and under who are mounted must wear SEI approved helmet.   Chaps, rope or slicker may be worn at the option of the rider.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the rider.

2.
Western or English saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used for Western bridle and English style bit should be used for English bridle.

a.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts riding two handed are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts riding one handed means the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.  

3.
No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4.
Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use and length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5.
Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown in a group at a walk, trot/jog, and canter/lope in both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

2.
Any rider not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward.

3.
Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, to be pulled off the rail and into the center of the arena.

4.
Horses may be requested to reverse in the ring at a walk or trot/jog.  In reversing, the horse will be turned toward the center of the ring.  In the process of reversing horses may not cross over the center of the ring.

Scoring:

1. The class will be judged on appropriate equipment, control of mount, rider’s position, horse’s manners, movement, performance and soundness.

HANDY  HORSE DIVISIONS – WESTERN AND ENGLISH

Instructions:

1.
Qualified horses are horses with more than two years of showing at any level.  Exhibits may also chose to show this horse in their respective age division.  

2.
Horses must work both ways of the ring at the walk, trot/jog and canter/lope to demonstrate their ability at these gaits.  At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend the walk, or trot/jog.  Horses may be asked to back.

3.
Western entries with mounts up to and including five years of age may be shown with two hands in a snaffle bit or bosal.  All other entries must use a standard curb bit riding with one hand. One and the same hand must be used once the class has begun.  One finger is permitted between the reins.  The hand not on the reins must be kept free of tack and horse at all times.
Appointments:

1.
Western or English type pants, boots and hat are required.  All riders 18 and under who are mounted must wear SEI approved helmet.   Chaps, rope or slicker may be worn at the option of the rider.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the rider.

2.
Western or English saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used for Western bridle and English style bit should be used for English bridle.

a.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years and under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts six years or over means the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.  

3.
No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4.
Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use and length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5.
Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown in a group at a walk, trot/jog, and canter/lope in both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

2.
Any rider not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward.

3.
Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, to be pulled off the rail and into the center of the arena.

4.
Horses may be requested to reverse in the ring at a walk or trot/jog.  In reversing, the horse will be turned toward the center of the ring.  In the process of reversing horses may not cross over the center of the ring.

Scoring:

2. The class will be judged on appropriate equipment, control of mount, rider’s position, horse’s manners, movement, performance and soundness.

WESTERN DIVISIONS
Instructions:

1.
Horses must work both ways of the ring at all three gaits to demonstrate their ability with different leads.  At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend the walk, jog, or lope.  Horses may be asked to back..

2.
Entries with mounts up to and including five years of age may be shown with two hands in a snaffle bit or bosal.  All other entries must use a standard curb bit riding with one hand. One and the same hand must be used once the class has begun.  One finger is permitted between the reins.  The hand not on the reins must be kept free of tack and horse at all times.

Appointments:

1.
Western or English type pants, boots and hat are required.  All riders 18 and under who are mounted must wear SEI approved helmet.  Chaps, rope or slicker may be worn at the option of the rider.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the rider.

2.
Western saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used.

a.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years and under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts six years or over mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.
3.
No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4.
Spurs are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use or length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5.
Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1. The horse will be shown in a group at a walk, jog and lope in both ways of the ring.  Ideally, the mount should have a balanced, flowing motion, while exhibiting correct gaits that are of the proper cadence.  The horse should be shown on a reasonably loose rein, but with light contact and control.  The horse should be responsive, yet smooth, in transitions when called for.

2. Any rider not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward. Horses will be penalized for being on the wrong lead at a lope and for excessive speed.  Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, to be pulled off the rail and into the center of the arena.

3. Horses may be requested to reverse the ring at a walk or jog.  In reversing, the horse will be turned toward the center of the ring. In the process of reversing horses may not cross over the center of the ring.

Scoring:

1. The class will be judged on appropriate equipment, control of mount, rider’s position, horse’s manners, movement, performance and soundness.

ADULT/YOUTH BEGINNER DIVISIONS – WESTERN AND ENGLISH
Instructions:

1.
This class is for beginner riders who do not possess the confidence or ability to successfully canter in a group. Qualified riders are considered riders in their first through fourth year of showing who have not won year-end champion two times.  Exhibitors may chose to show in their respective age division, or even show up, meaning you can ride in a higher age division, but once this is done you must stick to that division for the remaining of the show season, and your points will accumulate in that division.

2.
Horses must work both ways of the ring at the walk then trot/jog to demonstrate their ability at these gaits.  At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend the walk, or trot/jog.  Horses may be asked to back.

3.
Western entries with mounts up to and including five years of age may be shown with two hands in a snaffle bit or bosal.  All other entries must use a standard curb bit riding with one hand. One and the same hand must be used once the class has begun.  One finger is permitted between the reins.  The hand not on the reins must be kept free of tack and horse at all times.

Appointments:

1.
Western or English type pants, boots and hat are required.  All riders 18 and under who are mounted must wear SEI approved helmet.   Chaps, rope or slicker may be worn at the option of the rider.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the rider.

2.
Western or English saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used for Western bridle and English style bit should be used for English bridle.

a.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years and under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts six years or over mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.  

3.
No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4.
Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use and length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5.
Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown in a group at a walk and trot/jog in both directions of the ring.  Horses may be required to back.

2.
Any rider not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward.

3.
Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, to be pulled off the rail and into the center of the arena.

4.
Horses may be requested to reverse in the ring at a walk or trot/jog.  In reversing, the horse will be turned toward the center of the ring. In the process of reversing horses may not cross over the center of the ring.

Scoring:

1. The class will be judged on appropriate equipment, control of mount, rider’s position, horse’s manners, movement, performance and soundness.

TRAIL CLASSES
Instructions:

1.
The rider will be requires to maneuver the horse though a series of obstacles as posted the day of the show.  The obstacle course may change from show to show.

Appointments:

1.
Western pants, boots and hat/helmet are required.  All riders 18 and under who are mounted must wear SEI approved helmet.  Chaps, rope or slicker may be worn at the option of the rider.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the rider.

2.
Western saddle and bridle are required.  Western style bit should be used with the Western bridle.

a.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts five years and under are O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no larger than 4” and can be ridden with two hands.  The mouthpiece should be smooth and unwrapped metal.

b.
Acceptable Western bits for mounts six years or over mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage and are ridden with one hand.  The port must be no higher than 3½” maximum; rollers and covers are acceptable.  Chin chain must be flat.  The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments which would provide leverage.  

3.
No tie-downs, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, hackamores or gag bits are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.

4.
Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use or length.  The rowels must be blunt and turn freely.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5.
Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown individually to perform the obstacles as designed in the course.  The horse will be asked to either walk/trot-jog, or walk/jog/lope depending on the division which pertains to you.  Horses may be required to back.

2.
Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge.

Scoring:

1.
The class will be judged on the performance of the horse over obstacles, with emphasis on manners, response to the rider, and quality of movement.  Credit will be given to horses negotiating the obstacles with style and some degree of speed, providing correctness is not sacrificed.

2.
Refusals (loss of progressive motion) will be penalized.  After three refusals at any one obstacle, the exhibitor will be required to proceed to the next obstacle.  A total of six refusals will eliminate an exhibitor.
3.
Changing hands on the reins to work an obstacle will be permitted.

ENGLISH DIVISIONS 
Instructions:

1.
Horses must work both ways of the ring at all three gaits to demonstrate their ability with different leads.  At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend the walk, trot, or canter.  Horses may be asked to back..

Appointments:

1.
English type pants, jacket, shirts, boots and helmet are required.  No sleeveless, short sleeves, sweatshirts, or T-shirts are permitted by the rider.   

2.
English saddle and bridle are required.  English style bit should be used for English bridle. Acceptable English bits for all horse ages are snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins) all with cavesson nosebands and a leather brow band must be used.  In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar).  The mouthpiece should be smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, straight bar or solid.  
3.
No tie-downs, martingales, draw reins, rubber reins, quirts, or hackamores are permitted.  Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited.  Breastplates are allowed.

4.
Spurs and bats are optional but the judge may penalize for excessive use or length.  Spurs shall not be used in front of the cinch.

5.
Correct rider number shall be visible to the judge.

6.
Martingales may be used in over fences class’s.

Performance:

1.
The horse will be shown in a group at a walk, trot, and canter in both directions of the ring.  Ideally, the mount should have a balanced, flowing motion, while exhibiting correct gaits that are of the proper cadence.  The horse should be shown with light contact and control.  The horse should be responsive, yet smooth, in transitions when called for.

2.
Any rider not maintaining a safe distance or is unable to control their mount may be disqualified at the discretion of the judge/ring steward. Horses will be penalized for being on the wrong lead at a canter and for excessive speed.  Any ill-mannered or lame horse will be subject to disqualification by the judge, to be pulled off the rail and into the center of the arena.

3.
Horses may be requested to reverse the ring at a walk or trot.  In reversing, the horse will be turned toward the center of the ring.  In the process of reversing horses may not cross over the center of the ring.

Scoring:

1.
The class will be judged on appropriate equipment, control of mount, rider’s position, horse’s manners, movement, performance and soundness.
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